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Advance U.S. retail sales for January, adjusted for seasonal, holiday, and trading-day differences but pot for price
changes, were $104.4 billion, up 2.2 percent from the revised December level of $102.2 billion and 13.1 percent above
year-ago sales. This strong month-to-month increase follows the slight 0.1 percaat increase in December; however, the
comined December and January monthly change averages 1,2 percent and is a continuation of the 1 percent or greater
moxthly increases which began in Septewber 1983, Excloding the automotive group, sales rose 2.5 percent from [ecember
and were 8.9 percent above January 1983 sales.

Sales of durable goods shawed little movement from December, up 0.1 percent, but rose 23.6 percent over the year-ago
level., Antomotive group sales continued to set records, up 1.2 percent from Decesber and 33.3 percent above January 1983.
Sales for the furniture group and building materials dealers also were substantially above previcus year levels, up
14.7 percent and 15.2 percent, respectively.

londurable goods sales were up 3.3 percent from December and were 8.5 percent above the previous year level. This
monthly increase is the largest since May 1975 and follows a decrease of 1.0 percent in December when unusually bad
weather had a negative influence on sales., All kinds of business in the nondurable goods group showed increases from
their previous month sales. General merchandise group sales were 4.0 percent above December for the sixth consecutive
monthly increase and were 13,6 percent above January 1983, Following a month-to-month decline of 1.9 percent in December,
food group sales rose 2.7 percent in January and were 6.6 percent above sales a year ago. Drug store sales were up a

record 6.8 percent from December after a decline of 3.4 percent in the previous month and were 2,3 percent above previous
year sales,

" a description of the sample design and reliability of the dat_a, gee back page. )
- advance Monthly Retadl Sales Report for February is scheduled to be released -Mareh 13, 1984, at 8:30 a.m.

ESTIMATED MONTHLY RETAILSALES
January 1982-January 1984
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lnquiries concarning this report should be addressad to Ronald Piencyk oski, Business Division,
Bureau of the Census, Washington, D.C. 20233. Teiephone (301) 783-5204.

The Advancs Monthly Retall Sales report, the Monthiy Retail Trade report, and
the Annual Rewil Trade report sre aveilable on & single subscription from the
Superintendent of Documents, U.5. Government Printing Oics, Washington,
U.s. Department of Commerce D.C. 20402, st $39 per yeer. Add $9.75 for each subscription to a forsipn
sddress. Portage rtamps not scceptable; currency subrnitted at sender's risk,
BUREAU OF THE CENSUS Remittances from foreign counries mum be by internationsl money order or by

a draft on a U.S. bank. Single capies of the Advance Monthly Retall Saies report
sre for wale by Subscriber Services (Publications), Burssu of ths Census,
Washington, D.C. 20233, #1 §1.75 sach,




Tabie 1. Estimated Monthly Retail Sales, by Kind of Business

(Sales in millions of dollars)

Not Adjusted Adjusteil
14984 1983 1982 1984 1983 1982
51C Zind of business -
code Jan,' | Dec. Nov. Jan. ) Dec. Jan? Dec. Nov. Jan. Dec.
adv. prel. final adv. prel. final
Retail trade, toTalisisniarnees 1,391124,994 203,565 81,342(113,189 |104,434 102,151 |102,024 | 92,308 | 92,4539
Toral {exel, auto group).. | 73,150|106,281] 84,828 | 67,566| 98,229 | 83,112 | 81,110 | 81,684 | 76,329 | 75,732
Durable goods stores, total. | 29,514) 37,278 33,484 23,808 31,142 34,980 34,936 34,241 28,307 [ 28,723
32 Building mat., hardware, garden
supply, and mohile home dealers.. 3,796 4,551 4,820 3,262 3,864 5,028 4,971 4,899 4,366 4,143
£21,3 Building mat. and supply stores. (*1p 3,112 3,853 2,391 2,650 {") 3,619 3,553 3,214 3,018
533 Hardware StOreS.ecescssnvnrvsass (3l 900 146 564 BO8 (*) 751 745 710 674
€5 ex. 554|Autonotive de@lerS....serceroveen. | 18,241 18,713 19,037 ) 13,776 14,960 21,302} 21,041 | 20,340 15,979 | 16,727
£581,2,5, Motar vehicle and miscellaneous
€,7,9 automotive dealerS....vvesseees | 16,528} 15,611} 16,911 | 12,292 13,1541 19,263 18,984} 18,262 14,227} 14,965
551 Motor vehicle (franchised).... (*)| 15,276} 15,427 11,122 12,008 (*) {N&) (34} (HA) (NA}
553 Auto and home supply StOres..... (*) 2,102 2,126 1,484 1.806 (*) 2,057 2,078 1,752 1,762
57 Furniture, home furnishings, and
EIULIPMENL STOreS.isrvsnsasssnnrar , 258 £,115 4,919 3,639 5,318 4,703 4,695 4,518 4,100 4,100
371 Furniture and home furnishings.. {*) 3,136 2,391 2,117 2,684 {*) 2,706 2,550 2,384 .2,324
5722,32 Househeld appliance, radio,
and TV SEOLESieevernrsrvavrns (*) 2,409 1,693 1,238 2,081 {*) 1,659 1,543 1,414 1,45%
5722 . Househeld appliance 8LOTEG.,. .. (* 935 762 538 821 (*) (NA} (NAR} {RA) (Ka)
Nendurable goods total...... | 6€31,877] 87,716 70,3810 57,5341 82,047 | 69,434 | 6>,215| 67,883 | 64,001 93,736
%3 General merchandise group stores., 8,894 23,259 14,603 7,896 21,238 12,852 12,355 ] 12,208} 11,313 11,419
531 Department SLOTES.vawsvasosarnen 7,341) i8,872| 11,900 6,470 17,1491 10,624 | 10,070 9,957 9,309 4,265
533 Variety StOCES...sverssasaisacns ") 1,515 B45 541 1.42¢ (*) 778 BO2 747 744
53¢ Misc., general mdse, SEGresS...... () 2,872 1,849 885 2,660 (") 1,507 1,449 1,257 1,401
54 FOOd SLOrES.vssnassasssantnnsnaras 21,165 24,577 21,861 | 20,354 23,608 22,5174 21,935 22,358 21,115 21,423
541 GIOGELY SLOFES.asunsnanassrsarass | 20,023 22,936 20,552 19,173] 22,052 21,301 20,549 | 20,971 19,868 20,139
S54 Gasoline service stationB...-u.aa. B, 715 8,985 8,670 8,072 8,706 +116 8,878 B, 784 8,596 8,628
LT3 apparel and accessory StOres...... 3,756 7:974 5,245 1,49¢ 7,232 4,701 4,698 4,737 4,263 4,341
581 Men®'s and boys' clothing
and furnishings STOTeSeeievasv, t*1) 1,358 B18 5621 1,318 ") 690 709 682 682
562,3,8 Women's clothing, specialty
SLOres, fULTiOE S s crarnrnonnnrs *) 3,078 2,074 1,330 2,649 (") 1,859 1,908 1,656 1,638
365 FPamily clothing StLOTeS..casavnas *} 1,833 1,077 644 1,645 (") {N&) (HR) (NA) THAY
3 5N0e SLOIESescsasasniasnrssntors {*) 1,262 947 696 1,133 (*) 902 895 B2z £13
52 Eating and drinking places........ %,175( 10,035 9,79% B,5673 9,382 ] 10,2632 9,949 1 10,325 9,626 9,343
ERM Drug And PrOPrigLary SLOYE8Sersia.. 3,254 4,427 3,272 2,875 4,171 3,440 3,222 3,338 3,148 3,016
S8z LiguoT SEOTBS. . .ivevsssanavavsnanns (%) 2,367 1,65¢C 1,386 2,197 (*) 1,627 1,650 1,542 1,548
39&) (pt,)|Mail-order houses (department
STOre MerenandisSe)..c.ersnenrnnnss (*) 570 625 318 540 (*) {NA) (N&) (NA} (NA)
53,56,57
594 BAF T vttt r e iarara s abaaas (*)| 44,2751 28,445 | 17,562 40,087 [*} (NA} (NA) (NA} (KA}

*hdvance estimates

NA Not

‘Data adjusted for

available.

Retail Trade Repcort, BR-83-12}.
'advance estimates are based on early reporting by a small subsample of the £full survey panel. All other estimates are
based on the full sample.
’GAP represents stores which specialize in department store types of merchandise.

Rote:

seagonal variations, holiday, and trading-day differences.

Totals include data for kinds of business not shown separately.

are not available from the subsample panel for these kinds of business.

(See Explanatory Mataerial in the Monthly



Table 2. Percent Change in Estimated Monthly Retail Sales, by Kind of Business

{Adjusted for seasonal variations, noliday, and trading-day differences}

Percent change

Hov. 1883
Jan. 1984 Dec. 1983 throeugh
81 Rind of business advance from—- preliminary from—- Jan. 1984
cade
Aug., 1983 |Nov. l9E2
Dec. 1983 {Jan. 1983 ;Nov. 1983 ]Dec. 1882 through through
prelim, final final final Oce. 1983 |Jan. 1983
Retail trade, totalissscvrarsrnrsnnnnea +2.2 +13.1 +0.1 +10.5 +3.6 +1l1.3
Total {excl. automotive Group).e..a. +2.5 +8.9 «C.7 +7.1 +1.5 +6.1
Durable goods stores, totali.ceaeeass +0.1 +23.§ +2.3 «21.6 +8,3 +21.3
52 Byilding materials, hardware, garden
sapply, and mobile home dealerS,cveisesens +1.1 +15.2 +1.58 +20.0 +4.1 +1E.6
35 ex. 554 ] Automotive dealersS.....suvsvanrcacnnnsrennn +1.2 +33.3 +3.4 +25.8 +12.8 +2%.¢8
§5%,2,5, Motor vehicle and miscellaneous avto—
£,7.% motive dealersS..ivevssasninsaratarnranan #1.5 +35.4 +4.0 +26.9 +13.7 +27.0
a7 Furniture, home furnishings, and eguipment
BEOTEBS et rantannisanasonsstasssnaetosnsns +0.2 +14.7 +3.9 +24.5 +4.4 +15.3
Nonduraoie goods stores, total.iis.... +3.3 +B8,5 ~Ll.0 +5.5 +1.4 +€.8
53 General merchnandiSe TOUR SLOTESierarcaaras +4.0 +13.6 +1.2 +8.3 +5.5 +10.8
531 Depariment SLOTES.. avsrasatsraas +5.5 +14.1 +1.1 +8,7 +5.6 +11.5
sS4 Foud SLOTBS..crrnr-nrarernns +2.7 +6.6 -1.9 +2.4 -0.2 +4.6
545 GroCeryY SLOTES.asssionasns +3.5 +7.2 -1.8 +2.2 +0.1 +4.8
£54 Gasoline service STationNS.sciseinssvnrasuns +2.7 +6.0 +1.1 +2.9 0.0 +3.2
56 Apparel and aC¢cessSAry SEOFeS...i.rscrsatenas +0.1 +10.3 -2.1 +8.2 +4.3 +5.6
58 Eating and drinking places...c.seensascrans +3.2 +5.6 -3.7 +§.5 +0.4 +7.8
591 Drug and pProprietary StOTES...i-rsssaansnas +6.8 +9.3 =3.4 +6.8 +0.6 +3.3
L]
Tabie 3. Estimated Monthiy Retail Sales of Group 1! Companies, by Kind of Business
(Sales in millions of dollars)
Not adjusted Adjusted’
51¢ Kind <f businass
code Dec. 1983 Nov. 1983 Dec. Deg, 1983 | Nov. 1983 Dec.
prelim. final 1982 prelim. final 1982
Rerall trade, toTal..siaccarrrrronnarss 51,783 38,138 47,915 35,515 35,605 313,540
53 General merchandlse group SLOT@S...sviasnrs 21,328 13,336 19,427 11,268 11,083 10,407
531 Department SEOTRB...ssrrcssanas 15,156 11,448 16,478 9,718 9,564 8,937
533 VErLlely SCOTBSiauiaonsororrinantnanansnne 1,231 71 1,182 613 627 €03
539 Miscellanecus general merchandise stores. 1,947 1,217 1,776 (NA} {NA) (NA)
54 FOod BLOrES..ssassiarnsesanssannersrntnnnssn 13,556 11,803 13,050 (N&}) {N&]) ¢NA)
541 GrOCETrY BLOI@SEaasusssassnssssstononntsnns 13,281 11,648 12,788 11,521 11,898 11,416
56 Apparel and accCessSOry SLOIES,..sranassasnac 3,540 2,193 3,085 1,982 1,941 1,728
562,3,8 Womern's clothing, spec:ialty stores,
E = - o e T T T I 1,549 439 1,277 £ 84l 736
566 Shoe BLOrES..atusiniececsrsinrnverninicna 610 442 545 416 412 371
591 Drug stores and proprietary StoreS....assa. 2,721 i,844 2,442 1,803 1,895 1,616

“bata adjusted for seasgnal variations,

Monthly Retail Trade Report, BR-83-12}.

Note:

The Group Il ceomponent of the sample consists of companies which had 11 or more retail establishments

holiday, and trading=day differences. {See Explanatory Material in the

according to the most recent update of multi-establishment files and which were selected with certainty (i,e., their
sales size exceeced specified deollar vwolume cutoffs which vary by kind of business).
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Sample Design and Reliability of Data

The advance sales estimates are based on early reporting of sales by a small subsample of the Bureau's retail survey
panel, Decause of the early reporting, the advance estimates can differ Erom the subsequent estimmtes which are based
an moothly reports cbtained from the full sample of retail stores. 1In addition, sampling variability betwesn the sub—
sample used for the advance estimates and the full sample can cause a difference. Por most months, such differences have
been reduced by modifying the advance estimates prior to publication on the basis of the relationship between the
advance and full sample data for previous months.

Percentage differences between advance and full sample preliminary estimates of month-to-month percentage change in
seascnally adjusted total retail store sales have ranged from approximately -0.3 percent to +l.4 percent with the
avarage of the absolute differences about 0.5 percent for the past 12 months. For individual kind-of-tusiness groups,
these differences tend to be higher. Sampling variability »f and revisions to advance—to-preliminary estimates are shown
in table 4 below.

Preliminary estimates for December 1983 and final estimates for MNovember 1903 based on the full sample will be published
later this month in the Monthly Retail Trade rReport for December (BR-83-17). The complete report will provide sales
estimates in greater detail and will present a description of revisions, and the techniques used in developing the
estimates, The complete report will include additional measures of sarpling variability.

Table 4. Sampling Variability of and Revision to Advance-to-Preliminary Estimate

Estimated coefficient Preliminery-to-final percent change
o variation in nercent ainus the
of the advance-to~ advance-to-preliminary percent change
SIC preliminary ratio v
Kind of husineas
code
. Rangs! Range!? Averaze
Median Mean 5f sbsolute
From TO From To difference
Retail trade, total................,.] 0.6 0.8 0.8 0.8 | +1.4 —0.1 ¢.5
Total (excl, automotive groupl..... 2.7 n.9 3.8 -1.1 «G.32 ~3.1 4.3
Durahle goods 3tores, £0t8)l.iu.e.iceeacns . 1.2 Z.1 1.5 -3.7 +2.3 0.2 1.2
32 Building materials, hardware, gsrden
supply, and mobile home dealers........... 1.8 4.2 2.4 —4.7 4.9 +0.4 2.5
55 ex, 554 | Automotive deolers....... camamane PRV i.5 2.7 2.0 -3.5 w27 ~0.2 L.&
551,2,5, Motor vehicle and aiscellanecus auto-
6,7,9 MOLLTE ABALlerS.e.eserrncanoncerersnssss . Lt 2.3 1.6 4.8 | +3.0 -0.2 1.3
57 Furniture, home furnishings, and equipment
SEOT®Baussternrnsrsvarsrosnnssnnaasmnnsons ] 170 6.7 2.7 2.7 {29 0.2 1.9
Nondurable gouds stores, total......... 0.4% 0.3 0.7 —1.8 [ +D.9 -0.1 2.6
53 Genersl merchandise group stores....... . 0.4 a.7 0.5 -1.3 [ +2.2 «0.1 1.1
531 Department Stores, .. .eeeearss R 0.2 9.% 0.3 -i.3 2.6 4001 .3
54 Food stores, . . iiiceavaenns wrrssreumarenans 0.7 1.6 1.0 -1.6 | +1.4 -0.1 Q.7
541 GrOCOrY SEOTBN. ... ecuncartsrranasancancn .| 0.3 0.7 0.4 =1.6 | +1.4 -0.2 4.7
554 Gaeoline service SiationNT....isiicvoenmnonna Q.7 1.2 1.0 =3.& +3.2 .1 1.4
56 Apparel and accessory AtOFES. .. ....cca0eens 1.2 3.0 1.2 -3.6 8.7 3.4 2.1
58 Enting and drinking places........coveveusna 0.8 1.3 1.0 3.0 | 4.0 «0.5 1.5
531 Drug stores and Proprintary Stores......... 0.3 2.5 1.1 -1.9 | -2.4 .2 3.9

!fhe ranges of sampling varisbility shown sre based on sales estimates unadjusted for seasonal variazion. holiday, and
trading—day differences for the data manths of JanuaryDecember 1352.
IThe ranges shown for the tetall trade total arc hased cn 3ales estimates adjusted for.seasonal variations. holiday, aad

trading—day differences for the I2-month perfod, |January 1983-December 1983. The ranges for all other tocals and kinds of business
are baged on the 12-momth pericd January—December 1987,

tiote: BSee appendix B, Rallab{lity of Data., in rhe Menthly Retail Trade Report for a discussion on the measures of sampling
variability.




